The Magic Square

Book of Mormon Scripture Mastery Scriptures

Janice Lee Griffith Tate
The Magic Square is a method I use to help students start learning all 25 Scripture Mastery Scriptures from the first day of Seminary. It uses vision, rhythm, rhyme and movement to cement the location and main idea of each scripture into the student's minds. Note: The key is that the teacher has to know the scriptures from the first day to be able to teach them. You can do it! All you need is a chalkboard, chalk and an eraser. 

DRAW THE MAGIC SQUARE  

While your students watch draw a large box on the chalkboard. Draw four lines inside the box going across and four lines inside the box going down. Now you have 25 squares inside the big box and you have just drawn the Magic Square. 
Sing the Song

Take the time to sing the Books in the Book of Mormon from the Children's Songbook on page 119 that the Primary uses. This will familiarize the student's with the order and names

of the books of the Book of Mormon.
Fill in the Foundation Scripture  

Go to the 4th row down and middle square. Boldly write H 5 for Helaman Ch 5 On Christ's Foundation Survive. When you have that one labeled everything else will be a cinch.  

Filling in the top row (Going across starting in the top left hand corner)
IN IN 2N 2N 2N -stands for the two scriptures in 1st Nephi and the 1st three scriptures in 2nd Nephi.
Second Row  

Filling in the 2nd row going across from the left

2N 2N 2N J M -stands for last three scriptures in 2 Nephi and one in Jacob and the first in Mosiah.
Third Row 

Filling in the 3rd row going across from the left
M M A A A stands for the last two scriptures in Mosiah and the first three scriptures in Alma.
Fourth Row  

Filling in the 4th row going across from the left

A A H 3N 3N -stands for the last two scriptures in Alma and the one in Helaman and the two in 3M Nephi.
Fifth Row  

Filling in the 5th row going across from the left

E E M M M stands for the two scriptures in Ether and the three scriptures in Moroni 


REDRAW

Erase the board and have the students tell you how to draw the square and what letters to put in. You will be amazed at how quickly this can be done. Do it a few times, so everyone can do it as a group.
You will be amazed to see that as a group they will be able to do it. Where one is weak, another is strong. As a class, it only takes one time through to remember every section that has a scripture mastery scripture. 

Adding the chapter numbers to the Books -

Now you are ready to add the chapter numbers with the rhymes and actions:

1st Nephi 3 -Prepares way for me

1st Nephi 19 Scripture Likening

2nd Nephi 2 Adam Fell for You

2nd Nephi 2 Freedom for you

2 Nephi 9 Learning is fine

2nd Nephi 28 Eat Drink and Wait

2nd Nephi 32 Feast and do

2nd Nephi 32 Pray and Do

Jacob 2 Wealth and Kingdom too

Mosiah 2 Serve Fellowman too

Mosiah 3 As a child be

Mosiah 4 Watch yourselves more

Alma 32 Faith in Things True

Alma 34 Procrastinate no more

Alma 37 Small things work for Heaven

Alma 37 Learn Wisdom

Alma 41 Unhappy Wicked One

Helaman 5 On Christ's Foundation Survive

3 Nephi 11 Contention not from Heaven

3 Nephi 27 Christ's example given

Ether 12 Trial Test Self

Ether 12 Humble Self

Moroni 7 Sprit of Christ Given

Moroni 7 Charity is Given

Moroni 10 A Testimony Then
Erase the board and have the students tell you how to draw the square and put in the books and then take a row at a time and add the chapter number and use the actions and rhyming phrases from the pictures on the next page. If you do this repeatedly, it really helps most students learn the location and a main idea for the 25 Book of Mormon Scripture Mastery Scriptures. This is a tool helping the students gain confidence and can lead to deeper knowledge of how each scripture can help each student.
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